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SUBJECT: NATO DPC: DUTCH MOD SOUNDS WARNING 

WITHOUT GUARANTEES THAT COST OF MILITARY EQUIPMENT IS KEPT 
DOWN AND EOR A VOICE OF ALL MEMBER COUNTRIES IN WEAPONS 
DEVELOPMENT DECISIONS, GON WILL NOT AGREE TO ANY DEEENSE 
BUDGET INCREASE, ACCORDING TO MOD STEMERDINK AT MAY 12 PRESS 
CONFERENCE. KEEPING IN MIND HIS CARETAKER STATUS, STEMERDINK 
SAID HE WOULD REFRAIN IN DPC FROM PROPOSING SPECIFIC POLICY 
CONCLUSIONS. THE PURPOSE OF HIS ATTEMPT TO GET SOME GUARANTEES 
NOW, HE SAID, WAS TO GIVE MORE LEEWAY TO A FUTURE CABINET FACED 
WITH DECISIONS ON LARGE NATO WEAPON SYSTEMS. 
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